
COMPLIANCE 

WITH PRIVACY 

LAWS

SOCIAL MEDIA &

CYBERBULLYING

Cyberbullying occurs when people,

often teens and pre-teens, use

cellphones or social media to send

harassing, threatening, or intimidating

messages to others. Though many don't

realize it, cyberbullying in South

Carolina and throughout the country

can lead to significant legal

consequences. 

South Carolina law defines bullying as

any gesture, act, or electronic

communication that can reasonably be

perceived as: 

causing physical or emotional harm to a

student, damaging a student's property,

or placing a student in reasonable fear

of personal harm or harm to property, or 

insulting or demeaning a student or a

group of students, and causing

substantial interference with, or

disruption of, orderly school operations. 

(Code of Laws of South Carolina § 59-

63-120.) 

SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES

Social Media in the classroom can be

beneficial.  It can serve as a powerful tool

for student learning and global

perspective.  Therefore, it is important

that districts have social media guidelines

in place to support learning and deter

misuse.  

 When implementing social media

guidelines, it recommended to: 

COMPLIANCE 

WITH CIPA

FERPA (Family Educational Rights & 

Privacy Act) Governs use and 

dissemination of student education records 

and personally-identifiable information 

PPRA (Protection of Pupil Rights 

Amendment) Provides parents certain 

rights regarding collection and use of 

student information for marketing 

purposes. Requires notice and opt-out 

COPPA (Children's Online Privacy 

Protection Act) Governs online collection 

of personal information for children under 

the age of 13. Requires parental consent 

and opt out.

CIPA (Children's Internet Protection 

Act) was enacted by Congress in 200 to 

address concerns about children's access 

to obscene and/or harmful content 

online.  CIPA imposes certain 

requirements on schools that receive 

discounts for internet access.  Some of 

these requirements include an 

Acceptable Use Policy, monitoring of 

online activity for minors, and use of 

technology protective measures such as 

an internet  filter or monitoring system.

Examine School Culture 

Organize a Team or Committee

Research Phase

Draft a guide and collect 

feedback

Share the draft for approval from 

important personnel.

Introduce guidelines to the school 

community

Review and update guidelines 

periodically

South Carolina requires each 

school district to have a 

policy that addresses 

bullying and the potential 

punishments for those who 

engage in it.   

(5. Harassment, Intimidation 

or Bullying: JCDAAAA)

Families can also participate by creating a 

Family Media Plan.  A Family Media Plan 

can help you be aware of how your family 

members use social media and engage in 

online activities.  For more information on 

beginning a Family Media Plan, visit: 

 https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ 

media/Pages/default.aspx 



SOCIAL

MEDIA
Best Practices and

Considerations

Social Media refers to online tools and 
services that allow for an exchange of 

ideas, information, videos, pictures, and 
graphics. 

Almost all teenagers and pre-teens in 
America use social media and its impact 

can be powerful. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA 

STATISTICS

88% of teens have witnessed someone be 

mean or cruel on a social networking site.

The number of sexual assault cases 

related to social media has increased by 

300%.

55% of parents of 12 yr. olds said their 

child was on Facebook & 76% said they 

helped their child access the site.

41% of teens have reported a negative 

experience on social media.

67% of teens reported that they know 

how to hide their online activity from 

parents.

43% of teens said they would likely 

change their online behaviors if they 

knew their parents were watching them.

39% of teens believe their online activity 

should be private, even from parents.

64% of teens have admitted to giving out 

personal information to a stranger online.

81% of online 9-17 yr. olds say that they 

have visited a social networking site in 

the past 3 months.

Among online 9-17 yr. olds, more time is 

spent on social media networks than 

watching TV.  
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